
Pathways to Permits 

Bell Boating (B1 waters) 
 
 

A progression pathway that will enable adults to obtain a permit to lead Bell Boating on 
B1 waters. A leadership permit allows the holder to lead one bell boat. A supervisory 
permit allows the holder to supervise three bell boats providing they remain in 
communication with each boat leader and have ready access to a rescue craft. The scope 
of the permit will be determined during the permit assessment and restrictions may be 
applied in terms of the waters on which the bell boats can be used. 
 
B1 waters - sheltered inland waters and other sheltered water where currents and tides 
create no real danger. 
 
No previous paddlesport experience is needed to train for a permit to lead a Bell Boat. 
They are an ideal first step into paddlesport, especially suitable for Beavers and Cubs. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Bell Boat assessor: Leigh Foster-Green 
 

 
The two county bell boats can be hired by 
contacting Leigh Foster-Green. They are based 
at the Lackford Lake centre near Bury St 
Edmunds and are on a specialised road trailer for 
towing. 
 
Email: leigh.foster-green@suffolkscouts.org.uk 

 
 

Scout Permit course for open B1 waters 
(Leadership) 

 
1 day  

 
(Permit restricted to no locks) 

 
 

Full British Canoeing Bell Boat Helm 
Award and unrestricted permit course 

 
Additional day 

 
(This day will cover use of locks.) 

Assessor recommends to your DC a 
restricted Bell Boat permit via Compass. 

 

Assessor recommends to your DC an 
unrestricted Bell Boat permit via 

Compass. 
 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/activities/bell-boating/
mailto:leigh.foster-green@suffolkscouts.org.uk
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/uploads/commonUploads/Bell-Boat-Helm-Course-Guide-v2-0.pdf

